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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping 
from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. The season of Easter spans the fifty days to Pentecost, in 
which the Church celebrates the gloriously risen Christ. The Easter 
candle reminds us of the presence of the risen Christ. 
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. 
 
We are following Government and Church of England 
guidelines to ensure that we have the safest possible experience of 
being with each other for our worship. Please care for yourself and 
others by: 

- Wearing a face mask, unless exempt from doing so. 
- Maintaining a 2m distance from others 
- Sanitise your hands 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards, and sit in 

places marked with a green tick. 
 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate on the way into or 
out of Church. 
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The Gathering 
 
As the organ plays, stewards will show us to our seats and we are welcomed 
to the service: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All: He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 
Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil 
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

cf Romans 6.10 

	  
We share some quiet for reflection. 
 
All: Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 

 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
 
God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 

to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
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in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Acts 10:44-48 

 
44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 
word. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46 for 
they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47 ‘Can 
anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have?’ 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

1 John 5:1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ[a] has been born of God, and 
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we know that we love 
the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For the 
love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments 
are not burdensome, 4 for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And 
this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that conquers 
the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 
only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, 
for the Spirit is the truth. 

This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Music for Reflection – Come down, O love divine 
Sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Come down, O love divine, 
 seek thou this soul of mine, 
 and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 
 O comforter, draw near, 
 within my heart appear, 
 and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
 
2 O let it freely burn, 
 till earthly passions turn 
 to dust and ashes, in its heat consuming; 
 and let thy glorious light 
 shine ever on my sight, 
 and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 
3 Let holy charity 
 mine outward vesture be, 
 and lowliness become mine inner clothing; 
 true lowliness of heart, 
 which takes the humbler part, 
 and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 
 
4 And so the yearning strong, 
 with which the soul will long, 
 shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
 for none can guess its grace, 
 till he become the place 
 wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 
 
Discendi, amor santo  Bianco da Siena (died 1434)  
Translated Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890) 
 
(Public Domain) 
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Gospel Reading – John 15:9-17 

 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you 
so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. 13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not call you 
servants[d] any longer, because the servant[e] does not know what the master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that 
the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love one another. 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 
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Music for Reflection – In our darkness light has 
shone 
Sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 
1 In our darkness light has shone, Alleluia , 
 still today the light shines on,  Alleluia ; 
 Word made flesh in human birth, Alleluia , 
 Light and Life of all the earth, Alleluia! 
 
2 Christ the Son incarnate see, Alleluia , 
 by whom all things came to be, Alleluia ; 
 through the world his splendours shine, Alleluia , 
 full of grace and truth divine, Alleluia! 
 
3 All who now in him believe, Alleluia , 
 everlasting life receive, Alleluia ; 
 born of God and in his care, Alleluia , 
 we his Name and nature share, Alleluia ! 
 
4 Christ a child on earth appears, Alleluia , 
 crown of all creation's years, Alleluia ; 
 God's eternal Word has come, Alleluia , 
 he shall lead his people home, Alleluia ! 
 
Timothy Dudley-Smith (born 1926) from John 1  
© administered by Oxford University Press in Europe (including UK and Ireland) and Africa, and by 
Hope Publishing Company in all other territories (including USA) 
 
(CCLI 7005337, One License 77585) 
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The Creed 
 

    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Risen Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

 
 

The Peace 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

John 20.19, 20 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
 
Music for Reflection – Lord, you give the great 
commission 
 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Lord, you give the great commission: 
 'Heal the sick and preach the word', 
 Lest the Church neglect its mission 
 and the gospel go unheard, 
 help us witness to your purpose 
 with renewed integrity; 
 with the Spirit's gifts empower us 
 for the work of ministry. 
 
2 Lord, you call us to your service: 
 'In my name baptize and teach'. 
 That the world may trust your promise, 
 life abundant meant for each, 
 give us all new fervour, draw us 
 closer in community; 
 with the Spirit's gifts empower us 
 for the work of ministry. 
  
3 Lord, you make the common holy: 
 'This my body, this my blood'. 
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 Let us all, for earth's true glory 
 daily lift life heavenward, 
 asking that the world around us 
 share your children's liberty; 
 with the Spirit's gifts empower us 
 for the work of ministry. 
  
4 Lord, you show us love's true measure: 
 'Father, what they do, forgive'. 
 Yet we hoard as private treasure 
 all that you so freely give. 
 May your care and mercy lead us 
 to a just society; 
 with the Spirit's gifts empower us 
 for the work of ministry. 
  
 
 
5 Lord, you bless with words assuring: 
 'I am with you to the end'. 
 Faith and hope and love restoring, 
 may we serve as you intend, 
 and, amid the cares that claim us, 
 hold in mind eternity; 
 with the Spirit's gifts empower us 
 for the work of ministry. 
 
Jeffrey W Rowthorn (born 1934) 
© 1978 Hope Publishing Company.  All rights reserved. 
 

(CCLI 6007450) 
 

There will not be a collection plate passed around today, but please give 
generously to support St James (details on p.2). 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
And now we give you thanks 
because through him you have given us eternal life 
and delivered us from the bondage of sin and the fear of death 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you and saying: 
  
  All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 



	   14	  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
All: Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 

give us this bread always. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
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Giving of Communion 
 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer: 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
The body and blood of Christ keep us in eternal life 
All: Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
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Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

God the Father, 
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 
and the blessing … 
All: Amen. 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
All: In the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006 and published by Church House 
Publishing. 
 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
 
 
 


